
 

Amnesty International Central England  

Festival of Social Justice 

     Fair Play for All      

A festival day of music, dance, poetry, comedy and conversation 
Celebrating our diverse cultural heritage in the West Midlands and 

championing social justice 
Sounds great! Fanfair for the Day 

12.00 – 2.00 
 

Music of homeland, nostalgia, protest and emotion

Fanfair 
Bournville Brass play Strike up the Band 

Diane Parkes reads her poem 
It's better to light a candle than curse the 

darkness 
 

Edgar and Sarah get us 
moving with music from 
Edgar’s homeland, 

Venezuela 
 

Rob Harper How to be free… Rob brings back 
the great songs of freedom 
Stephen Booton & Trish Hall Crossing the 
borderline. Songs of justice now and then.. 
 

Nifeco Costa Tropical 
rhythms from Guinea-Bissau. 
Beautiful melodies, a sweet 

voice and an infectious latin groove 

The Wakelin Brothers 
Harborne lads play soul, 
jazz and classical 

 
 
Hassan Salih Nour Wake 
up and dance with Salih’s 
energetic Sudanese Oud  
 

 
Tom Martin our unique 
singer songwriter and 
campaigner from the Tower 
of Song, Kings Norton 
 
Didier Kisala Congolese singer, founder of 
Birmingham band The Redeemed 
 

Birmingham Clarion Singers 
sing the historic Internationale 

 
Olivia Colman and Syrian refugee Steve Ali 

talk about human rights they would miss, 
both funny and serious 

 
 



Villa’s Mascot Hercules Lion will open this part of the programme 
Meet your Match 

 
                            Play Fair for Fun  
                                   2.00 – 3.30 
 
Stories, poems and games for young people (9-
14yrs) 

 
             Boxing poet Matt Windle, the Poet with Punch 
                                                

 
 

                            Children’s Rights: Learning to play fair  
Sena Atici of Amnesty 

 
Spoz everyone’s favourite crazy poet with the funny lines 

 

Amnesty Youth Action Group sing Under the Same Sun 

 
                                   Meet your Match 
                                       3.30 - 4.30  

 
  

Saturday afternoon sports from Aston 
Villa FC. Sport is a great leveller and a 
visible weapon against injustice 

Hear their stories from footballing refugees about 
winning the game of life 

 
In conversation with Sameera Hussain from Migrant UK.  Sameera’s organisation has been the link 
into many of the participants on the Football Welcomes programme. Sameera will share the positive 

impact the programme has had on the lives of their residents. 
 

Meet young people from our programmes. Hear of their experience of social issues, their 
understanding of Amnesty’s work, what they are passionate about…football and more! 

 

Hear from a refugee footballer from the Aston Villa FC programmes 
 



From Words to Stories  
4.30 - 7.30 

 
Reflect on life and love, justice and peace 

 
Casey Bailey 

inspiration from the 
Birmingham Poet 

Laureate 
 
 

Ali Aarrass 
 
Meet Ali, talking with us, 
live online from his 
home in Belgium after 
12 years of torture and 
solitary confinement in 
a Moroccan prison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ben Pathy , singer and songwriter from 
Angola performs Nkondolo with his band 
Afro Mio 
 
Ewan Fernie  
The Shakespeare 
collection at the 
Library of 
Birmingham is one 
of the world’s greatest. Ewan tells about the 
extraordinary man-of-the-people, George 
Dawson who campaigned for a people’s 
Shakespeare library  
 
 
Spoz  
Birmingham’s exceptional 
and zany poet, Spoz gets 
serious for grown ups 
 
 
 

Richard Burden  
Citizen Richard in 
conversation with Nicky 
Osborne about Palestine 
 
 
 

 
Zirak Hamad Iraqi plays the beautiful Kas 
Nia (No One) - what is a refugee? 
 

Jenna Plewes  
Poet of life and the living 
experience 
 
 

 Steve McCabe MP 
insights into fair 
justice and Iranian 
Injustice 
 
Yrsa Daley-Ward Makes a difference with 
her gentle but piercing words 
 

Matt Windle 
Birmingham’s Poet 
with Punch returns 
to punch out some 
great lines 

 
Christine Genders is a 
local storyteller. She is a 
host of Lichfield 
Storytellers. She also 
tells stories at the 

Samuel Johnson Birthplace museum in 
Lichfield 
 
 
 



Fair Play 
7.30 - 9.30 

 

An evening of brilliant music, dance words and comedy 
 

 

Edgar & Sarah More swinging, stirring latin 
music from Venezuela 
 
Magdalen Gorringe & 
Leon Rosselson Magdalen 
dances to Leon’s moving 
song The Wall That Stands 
Between, specially devised for our Fair Play 
day 

 

The Wakelin Brothers Three 
Harborne lads – Jake, Luke and 
Harry – classically trained and 
playing soul, 

jazz and classical music. 
 

Sunny Marko-Bennett 
performs Blue Six, specially 
devised for Fair Play for All 
(photo ©Tim Dunk) 

 
PixieVic Comedian makes us 
laugh with her own (risqué) 
humour. Prepare to laugh and 
cry 

 
Helen George Award-
winning actress and star 
of TV’s Call the Midwife 
reads the poetry of 
Elizabeth Arif-Fear who 
will talk about her work 

 
 

There will be an opportunity to 
purchase copies of Elizabeth’s 
latest book. Elizabeth will donate 
part of the proceeds to Freedom 
from Torture  

 
 

The Fair Play Final 
9.30 

 
“Panmaestro”  
Birmingham’s Master Steel Drummer 

 

Amnesty Youth Action Group sing 
Under the Same Sun 

supported by musicians Lucy Rose, Rae Morris, Jack Steadman from Bombay 
Bicycle Club, Razorlight member Bjorn Agren & Benjamin Francis Leftwich 

 

 

Our thanks to Celebrating Sanctuary Birmingham and Freedom from Torture  

                                         
Organised by members of Amnesty Brum, Bournville, Sutton Coldfield and 

Wythall Amnesty Groups 


